





July 1969, The Claremont Colleges Branch in October 1969, and in
Janaury 1970 The Santa Barbara Branch, The Orange County Branch,
and the Long Beach Branch. All of the present branches are in
Southern California, however there is a possibility of branches
being formed in Northern California and other states. The Society
has continued to grow, not only because of the interesting mat-
erial we study, but the friendliness, relaxedness, and enthusi-
asm (but not fanaticism) of the members. It is a great personal
pleusure to me to know so many diverse yet highly interesting
personalities., Some might think the Society is a literary cult.
In a cult, the object(s) of worship can not say or do any wrong.
The purpose of the Mythopoeic Society is discussion, not worship.

Besides the monthly meetings, the Society has its special
events, primarily the semi-annual picnica. Each September there
is the Bilbo and Frodo Birthday Picnic. The first one was in
1967, At this picnic-party there are relay races, folk dancing,
a LOTR quiz, birthday cake and mathom exchange, and costume
judging with prizes given for the best Tolkiem character costumes.
Each year the costumes become more elaborate and well thought out.
The 1969 picnic saw over 200 attending, most in costume.

In the Spring a picnic is held to celebrate two events: the
Elvish New Year and the Destruction of The Ring. There are the
relay races, folk dancing, quiz, and costume judging, with the
day ended with the burning of The Ring. To demonstrate how color-
ful these picnicsmust look, being held in public parks, Doris
Robin, a member, tells the story about the first Spring picnic
held in beautiful Lacy Park in San Marino. Doris saw two middle
aged ladies looking on from a distance, half hidden by shrubbery.
Doris went over to them and asked them to join in. The shy women
hesitatingly said "Oh no, we couldn't. We've never been to a
love-in before."

Now that many more people are familiar with Narnia, there is
a possibility in the future that there might be a Narnia costume
picnic,

Besides the meetings and picnics, the Society participated
in three special events in 1969: it ran a ring-joust booth at
the Renaissance Pleasure Faire in May; a special Mythopoeic Art
Exhibit at Westercon XXII (a Science Fiction-Fantasy Convention)
in July; and the Narnia Conference in NoVember (see p. 13), In
1970 the Society plans to hold a meeting and display at this
year's Westercon XXIII in Santa Barbara for the ith of July week-
end.

In co-operation with The Teolkien Society of America, the
Mythopoeic Society will sponsor a conference-convention called
Tolkien Conference III/Mythcon I on the Labor Day weekend,
Septewber 4,5,6, and 7. Negotiations are not complete as to the
location, However we can safely say it will be either Pomona
College or Harvey Mudd College, both members of the Claremont
group of Colleges. (See page 20.) By sending your memberships
in now you are guarenteed progress reports which will give all
developments and facts as soon as they are known. We invite
papers on Tolkien, Lewis, Williams and other fantasy writers.
Those interested should write me now with their intention and
tentative subject of of the paper. Arrangement can be made for
those unable to attend to have their paper read in absentia.

I hope many of you in other parts of the country will at-~
tend. I would certainly enjoy meeting you, and I'm sure you
will enjoy meeting all of the great people here in Southern
California,
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I think I should mention the article "The Great Beast:
Imagination in Harness" by Galen Peoples was submitted to
Mythlore unsolisited. When I first read it I did not real-
ize the immediate relevancy it has, The danger of taking
fantusy as reality expressed in the article has become even
more immediate with the news that Charles Manson, who is un-
dergoing trial for instigating the Tate and La Bianca murders,
has read Strange in a Strange Land many times. A newspaper
article has reported that Manson has copied much of the life
style and personality aspects of the wmain character from the
book, even to the naming one of his children after the char-
acter: Valentine Michael Smith. Without making this story
anymore sensational than it is, and since the trial is still
underway, I will only say it seems that Manson did mot dis-
tinguish the fantasy from the reality.

It is possible from this instance, uninformed persons
might attack the reading of fantasy in general, (Although
I doubt they could start any kind of movement.) To blame
fantasy or imaginative literature for the psycotic actions
of a small few is the same as to blame book publishers for
the death of someone who had been beaten to death with a
book by someone else.

-tale adventures.

Across the Brandywine
by Bernie Zuber

A column dedicated to those who cross the Brandy-
wine to the world beyond the shire.

J.R.R, Tolkien,.., the magic¢ name that brought us all to-
gether. It was because of the popularity of The Hobbit and
The Lord of The Rings that many of us joined the Mythopoeic
Society. Later, in the discussions, we discovered that there
was much more to Tolkien's works than just superficial fairy
Tolkien was really the key to the world
of mythopoeic writing. We found out about the other two
writers closely associated with him, C.S. Lewis and Charles
Williams, and we read and discussed their works and philos-
ophy. When these three English writers started their lit-
erary group, the Inklings, in the late 1930's they couldn't
have imagined the effect of their relationship on a group of
young Americans in the late 60's, Tolkien, the only survivor
of the three, would probably not want to meet us, since he
has been so hounded by his fans, but I doubt that he would
disapprove of the purpose of our society. We've tried to
comprehend what he and the other mythopoeic writers were
trying to communicate. What more could any writer wish for?
Occasionally our enthusiasm has carried us off on distracting
tangents but that can be expected. Any writer who goes into
as much detail in his creation as Tolkien should realize his
readers will also "get carried away."

The works of Tolkien, Lewis, and Williams inspired the
creation of the Mythopoeic Society and the Society, in turn,
has created a bond of communication and fellowship between
its members. It's as though the Inklings had started a
snowball which has rolled over to us from England and across
the years. I think it's still rolling and growing to en-
compass more and more. What I'm trying to say here is based
on personal experience within the Society. I found out that
fhost members are not only devoted readers, sincerely inter-
ested in the purpoese of discussion, but they are also in-
teresting and creative individuals, who like to share their
experiences with others. The majority of our membership is
of the younger generation everyone is so concerned about
Qhese days, what with demonstrations, drugs, new morality,
etc., I, on the other hand, am one of the members over
thirty and, I suppose, part of the so-called establishment.
When I first joined I wasn't sure I'd fit in, but soon
found out that there was no generation gap in the Society,.

I even had the strange feeling I was among the same type of
friends I had known when I was in school. It's true that
the medieval and semi-hippie clothes worn at Mythopoeic
picnics and parties make some people think ours is a group
of "flower children,” but it just isn't so. I really do
believe our members are more impressed with the positive
and creative aspects of life brought forth by Tolkien and
the mythopoeic writers than they are by any talk of drugs
or anti-establishment rebellion. It's also interesting to
note that the families of some of our members, who have so
graciously allowed the use of their homes for Mythopoeic
meetings, understand the positive purpose of our discussions
and they too have been encompassed in this bond of commun-
ication and fellowship I mentioned earlier. Yes,the snow-
ball is still rolling and it's getting larger all the time.

Meanwhile, for those of you who haven't had the pleasure
of attending a Mythopoeic meeting, there's_Mythlore. In our
previous four issues we have tried to convey some feeling of
our society. To Glen, our editor and founder of the Society,
goes the credit for putting Mythlore together but the variety
of writing and illustration has shown that it is also a
group effort, Now this, our first anniversary issue, will
be distributed not only to our own subscribers but also to
all the members of the Tolkien Society of America. We are
pleased to introduce that many more people to our publica-
tion and to our Society.
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The Social History of the Inklings,

J.R.R.Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, Charles Williams,
1030-1045

by Glen GoodKnight

In 1939 Europe again was to plunge the world into war.
The period of the war, 1939-1945, provides that time span and
backdrop for this article. Oxford, that ancient town and uni-
versity, porvides both the scenery and furniture for the move-
wents of the three men that the Mythopoeic Society was founded
to study and discuss.
In 1939 C.S. Lewis was 41 years old, a Fellow of Magdalen
College for 1% years, and had established a modest but admirable
reputation with the publication of Pilgrim's Regress in 1933 and
the prize-winning The Allegory of Love: A Study in Medieval Tra-
dition, a book of literary criticism in 1936,
J.R.R. Tolkien, them 47, was Lewis' best friend. I[e was
Professor of Anglo-Szxon at Oxford University and a Fellow of
Pembroke College, and had established a respectable and moderate
reputation in literary criticism with Sir Gawain and the Green
Knight (edited with E.V. Gordon) in 1925, Beowulf : The Monsters
and the Critics in 1936, and his classic fantasy The Hobbit in
1937. Tolkien had been a friend before Lewis' conversion from
Atheism to Christianity in 1929 and had been a factor in its
fruition. In Lewis' autobiography he described that the initial
friendship in 1925:
...marked the breakdown of two old prejudices. At my
first coming into the world I had been (implicitly)
warned never to trust a Papist, and at my first coming
into the English Faculty (explicitly) never to trust
a philologist. Tolkien was both," 1
At the beginning of the war these men were fairly well
known within academic circles; the most productive and stim-
ulating period of their lives was about to begin.
Alice Hadfield, a close friend and biographer of Charles
Williams, wrote "darkness was creeping over Europe and England,
the old darkness of chaos and separation, the rejection of love,
exchange and coinherence. Life withdrew to its bases.”" 2 As
ineanity and death took the world, Oxford continued to be one of
the bases where rational and creative life continued.
Lewis and Tolkien belonged to a circle of friemnds which
met frequently, known as the Inklings. Each of the members were
in some way connected with the academic community. But the most
interesting phase of their history was just starting. Unknow-
ingly the group wus to meet a man who was to be a kind of cre-
ative catalyst. In a letter to his brother, dated 10 September
1939, Lewis wrote:
Along with these not very pleasant indirect resultis
of the University Press has moved to Oxford, so that
Charles Williams is living here."™ 3

The catalyst had arrived.

Charles Williams was then 53, and employed at the Oxford
University Press in an editorial capacity. Because of his
family's financial inability when he was young, he had found it
unable to finish college, yet his natural genius and his wide
independent reading were more than sufficient to overcome this
difficulty. Very few of his new companions thought himself
superior, except perhaps in the accumulation of sheer fact.
Lewis commented here:

On the ancients and on the early Middle Ages there
were one or two present with whom he could not com-
pete, nor had he an exact knowledge of any of the
sreat philosophers; but in history, theology, legend,
comparative religion, and (above all) English 1lit-
erature from Shakespeare down, his knowledge was
surprising. 4

None of the three men were natives of Oxford. Lewis was
born in Belfast, North Ireland; Tolkien in Bloemfontein, South
Africa. Williaws was a native of London. He never seemed to
be entirely at home in the more rustic and provincial Oxford.
His wite and son also tried to settle in the city, but like many
preferred London to exile and soon returned.
position, there was no choosing. Except for weekends witn his
wife, or to lecture, hLe never left Oxford again,

] His qualifications as a scholar and poet were quickly recog-
nized by the University. Within three years of arriving, he was
lecturing in the University, acting as tutor in St. Hilda's
College, and was given an honorary M.A. degree.

Because of his

The city also

; 'Well, has nobody got anything to read us?'

& not-so-good work was often brutally frank.

-accepted him, inviting him to speak to all kinds of groups, both

religious and secular. As Lewis and Tolkien found this period
most stimulating, to affect their later lives, Williams found
his abilities and recognition had finally arrived. This was to
be the last and greatest chapter of his life.

The Inklings

The majority of the contacts these three men had with one
another were in and through the Inklings. Lewis' brother, Warren
H. Lewis, described the Inklinga as "neither a club nor a liter-
ary society, though it partook of the nature of both."™ 5 The
group met every Thursday evening after dinner in C.S. Lewis' mag-
nificent private rooms at Magdalen College, which included a big
sitting room on the first floor of the New buildings, looking out
on the Grove, and another smaller sitting room and a bedroom,
looking across to the Cloisters and the Tower. Lewis had to fur-
nish these rooms at his own expense, and as a bachelor he did
80 in "perfunctory and notably economical style." 6

The meetings did not begin or end at any set hour, though
there was an understanding that no one would conaider arriving
after ten-thirty. Even though there was no formal structure,
there seemed to have been an unvarying ritual.
ed it: When half a dozen or so had arrived, tea would_be pro-
duced, and when pipes were well alight,_Jack Z:s C.s.
Lewis preferred informally to be calleg7 would say,

Out would
come a manuscript, and we would settle down to sit in
Jjudgement upon it - real unbiased judgement, too, since
we were no mutual admiration society: praise for good
work was unstinted, but censure for bad work - or even
To read to
v the fnklings was a formidable ordeal,... 7

In a letter dated 11 November 1939, Lewis described to his
brother one of the meetings:

On Thursday we had a meeting of the Inklings - You and
Coghill absent unfortunately., We dined at the East~
gate. I bave never in my life seen Dyson so exuberant
- 'A roaring cataract of nonsense.' The bill of fare
afterwards, consisted of a section of the new Hobbit
book from Tolkien, a nativity play from Ch. Williams
(unusually intelligible for him, and approved by all),
and a chapter of the book on the Problem of Pain from
me.... 8

The Inklings during the war years were: C.S, Lewis, Warren
H. Lewis, Fr. Gervase Mathew, J.R.R., Tolkien, Charles Williams,
Colin Hardy, Adam Fox, und Lewis' physician - Robert Havard.
Others, who attended less frequently, and for one reason or an-
other were not fully entered into to group were: Nevil Coghill,
David Cecil, H.V,D. Dyson, Owen Barfield, C.L. Wrenn, John Wain,
and rarely, Dorothy Sayers.

As a group, the Inklings is difficult to describe in any
precise way because of the differences of the member's intellec-
tual interests and occupations. Lewis described the diversity of
the group in passing in a letter to his brother dated 3 Feb., 1940:

We had an evening almost equally compounded of merri-
ment, piety, and literuture. Rum this time again. The

Inklings is now really very well provided, with Adam

W.H, Lewis describ-
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EDITORIAL

LEARNING FROM TOLKIEN

Many of us can share anecdotes about ourselves on our com-
ing to read Tolkien, or our first reaction to it.

I first read The Hobbit and The Lord of The Rings in 1957~
58 when I was a Junior in High School, I had been a quiet and
introspective adolescent, who had begun an enjoyment of science
fiction, and had as friends a small group of science fiction
readers at my high achool, I was nearly the last one in the
group to read Tolkien. I had neither much read nor much liked
fantasy before then, having absorbed our culture's general dis-
trust of fantasy as being "irrational” and "escapist"™ of our
"realistic" problems., I also was very reluctant to start a
work with The Hobbit as a kind of prologue to the main body,
three volumes long!, my attention span up to then capable only
of the short stories in science fiction magazines.

The Hobbit had a quality to it I had never read before, and
sufficently motivated me to go ahead and take the plunge. All
the time the others in our small coterie of about eight were
encouraging me, talking about all I was to yet meet: the Nazgul,
Bombadil, Moria, Lorien, Rohan, Gondor, and Mordor.

I count the reading of The Lord of The Rings as the first
in the series of experiences that one would call pivotal; one
of those larger-than-life things that you know will affect you
from then on.

I won't try to give a detailed description of my intial re-
action to Tolkien. For many reasons I was not equipt to handle
what I read, being defenitly not socially aggressive; more
sheltered than not, and naive. Tolkien reached me, but much of
it by-passed the intellectual process and went directly to the
subconscious where the impressions were weighed in the balance
by a kind of inner sense of honesty and objective reality that
seems to inately reside there.

Tolkien captured a quality I had never read before, yet
my inner-knowing identified with it, My imagination was excited.
I eagerly read all the other-world fantasiee available, but they ;
didn't quite have that certain essence and quality Tolkien had.
Then one of the friends in the group recommended the Narnia
books by C.S. Lewis. My adolescent snobbery was reluctant to
"lower myself" to read children's books. (I had justified
The Hobbit on the basis of a prologue.) But my imaginative

not kept up with the social and political changes in this
nation in the last fifteen to twenty years, nor is it that
important to him. I fear he thinks that the real essence of
his work has not been grasped in our chaotic condition, and
who could blame him, with all the sophomoric popularization
that has gone on. But what he has to may is comprehended by
many here’ will have many healthy reverberations in ways we
do not yet fully know.

To me, The Lord of The Rings is a sustained impersonal
and professional statement of the man's personal philesophy
and belief. What is implicit in The Lord of The Rings is
explicit in his essay "On Fairy-Stories."

When I first read Tolkien, it was the prolonged suffer-
ing of Frodo and the later resultant joy, that helped me
break an all-encompassing sense of bitter cyniCism and ado-
lescent sense of futility, and made room in my mind for the
possibility of eucatastrophe. For that I shall be eternally
grateful,

READING LIST

A LIST OF FICTIONAL AND MYTHIC WORKS BY THE THREE AUTHORS

DISCUSSED IN THE MYTHOPOEIC SOCIETY

J.R.R. TOLKIEN

The Hobbit. London: Allen & Unwin. New York: Houghton
Mifflin; Ballantine*,

The Lord of The Rings. Vol., I, The Fellowship of The Ring;
Vol. II, The Two Towers; Vol. III, The Return of The
King. London: Allen & Unwin. New York: Houghton
Mifflin; Ballantine*,

"Leaf by Niggle," a short story, being the second half of
Tree and Leaf, which also contains his essay "On
Fairy Stories." London: Allen & Unwin. New York:
Houghton Mifflin; Ballantine*, (as part of The Tolkien
Reader).

Farmer Giles of Ham, London: Allen & Unwin. New York:
Houghton Mifflin; Ballantine* (appearing both in

curiosity could not be restrained. How strange it was to re- g The Tolkien Reader and Farmer Giles of Ham and Smith
discover the secret and incommunicable thread of delight in of Wooton Major).

Lewis' Narnia books and soon after in the "Ransom™ trilogy, The Adventures of Tom Bombadil. New York: Houghton Mifflin;
which I had only known before in Tolkien. It was not until Ballantine* (as part of The Tolkien Reader).

years later that I found that Lewis and Tolkien were very close Smith of Wooton Major. London: Allen & Unwin. New York:
friends for all of their adult life. From Lewis' other writ- Houghton Mifflin; Ballantine* (35 printed in Farmer
ings, he introduced me to several writers who also had this Giles of Ham and Smith of Wooten Major).

thread of special "joy." C.S. LEWIS

One of the very major things that impress me about Tolkien
is his intense and deep integrity. It is evident to me from
his writing. A man who took fourteen years to finish his
magnue opus, his world-view, is the furtherest from the "hack"
writer that I can think of. It is obvious he wrote neither
for fame or money,

We, by the way, owe a great deal to C.S. Lewis, for it
is highly probably without his agency that we would have nev-~
er read Tolkien, It was Lewis who unceasingly urged and
prodded Tolkien to submit The Hobbit to a publisher. Tolkien
was sure no publisher would be interested. Lewis has told
us that his best friend is a "perfectionist and procrastina-
tor," and that "you have no idea with what laborious mid-
wifery we got the Lord of the Rings out of him!"

I sense that Tolkien wrote The Lord of The Rings because
he had to., That is an inner sense kept him going to express
a distilled version of all the experiences and knowledge and
learning that life had poured into him. He created., much in
a way that all artists create: to bring out and say, what is

very real to them inside. Those who have interviewed or
written Tolkien to ask what is the meaning behind his work,
he has denied any hidden meaning, He has to say this to
politely put down the impertinent blindness of the question,
Those who ask have missed the glorious forest while inspect~
ing the detailed trees. Tolkien is right; there is no hidden
meaning. The meaning is in the experience of reading. Some
find it; some do not.

I have wondered what he must have felt when back in the
middle 50's he was greatly praised and suddenly made popular.,
Then again I wonder what he thought when his books finally
came out in paperback, and there occured what we call now
the "Tolkien phenomena" or explosion, and people we writing
articles in popular magazines wondering what was happening
to their children. He probably finds his youthful admirers
in America incomprehensible, since I think he probably has

The Chronicles of Narnia
The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe.
Bles; Puffin*, New York: Macmillian.
Prince Caspian., London: Geoffrey Bles; Puffin*,
New York: Macmillian.
The Voyage of The Dawn Treader.
Puffin*, New York: Macmillian
The Silver Chair. Londen: Geoffrey Bles; Puffin*,
New York: Macmillian.
The Horse and His Boy.
New York: Macmillian.
The Magician's Nephew.
New York: Macmillian.
The Last Battle, London: Bodley Head; Puffin*. New
York: Macmillian. Note: This one is the last of
the series, and should be read only after reading
the other six.
The "Deep Space” or "Raasom™ Trilogy
Out of the Silent Planet. London: Bodley Head; Long-
mans (with introduction and notes by David Elloway).
New York: Macmillian¥,
Perelandra. London: Bodley Head. New York:
That Hideous Strength, London: Bodley Head.
New York: Macmillian¥,
CHARLES WILLIAMS
The Novels
Many Dimensions. Grand Rapids: Wm, B, Eerdmans*.
The Place of the Lion,
War in Heaven. Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans*,
Shadows of Ecstacy. Grand Rapids: Wm, B, Eerdmans*,
Descent into Hell. Grand Rapids: Wm, B, Eerdmans¥,
The Greater Trumps. New York: Avon*,
All Hallow's Eve. New York: Avon*,

London: Geoffrey Bles;

London: Bodley Head; Puffin¥*,

28

* Paperback edition,

London: Geoffrey

London: Geoffrey Bless; Puffin¥*,

Macmillian*,

Grand Rapids: Wm. B, Eerdmans*.
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